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WE&#39; BEEN suggesting that

the army and navy clean up the s0-

cial disease mess by cleaning up
their own doorsteps first. And aside
from an assured feeling that there

is no other way to do the job—cer-
tainly it can’t be done by putting
700 poor women in jail and letting
a hundred thousand soldiers run

rampant— been watching for

some other key to the situation.
But we never expected to find

confirmation of the “basis” from
such high source as Dorothy Dix’
column. But here it is—a letter

signed “Doughboy” and it surely is

“talking turkey”:
‘WIL you not mothers through

your column about the misguided pa-

trlotism that leads them to throw their

Ignorant and unsophisticated yousg

Gaughters into association with service

men of whom they know nothing? For,

alas, brass buttons are sot alwayt &

badge of honor and a uniform may be

the disguise that covers a wolf te

sheep& clothing.

Here is am Illustration: Little Blolse

in her teens, walking home from ber

first-ald taske is accosted by flashy-

looking masher. She elther ignores him

or ahe calls a cop, but let the same man

be caught up by the draft board and

clothed in the uniform of bie country

and be looks just as respectable and

trustworthy as the nice boy mext door

with whom Eloise went to school, Thes

attired, he drops in at a Gace.

He needn&# give references, nor @rme

bis name, While dancing with Eleles be

eays, “I can borrow a friend&# car to

morrow night. How about taking

a

little

Hide with me?’ Of course Eloise accepts.
‘And so it is that Uttle Hlolse finds

herself on a lonely road with the mash-

et whom she would have despised in

civitian clothes and involved tn en af:

fair that she remembers the rest of her

Ufe with shame.

Aside from the roves who are out te

wet a girl If they can, change comes

over many of even the nico wellbred

boye after they entér the army. Crest in

guerre, as the French say. Bach date

takes on a one last Ming aspect, sort

ef enjoy wha can tonight for tomer

row we may die ,attitude. It la not hard

to understand. When a young civillan

ora ont with a girl on the next street

of with bia friend&#3 sister his reputation
depends oa bis behavior toward her. For

hin actions he is responsible to bis par

ents, to her parents, to thelr mutual

friends, in fact to the entire commanity
where they live.

But when he enters the service be ta

sent to a strange place among strang®

peopl to whom he owes nothing. Hie

stay 1s temporary and when he goss he

knows he will never return.

Sure it’s not true of every service
man. But is true of too many and

the least the army can do is make
sure he doesn’t leave the reserva-

tion until it is sure he&# free from
disease. The men&#3 keep clean to

get out when they won&# for any
other reason. Don’t blame the wo-

men.

MORE “GOOF” GETS OVER

SEVERAL WEEKS AG it sud-
donly dawned on us that with cen-

sors as passing all the chatter
about our “inferior” airplanes—
there must be a “catch.” We just
didn’t believe our censors would
give that much “comfort” to the

enemy IF our planes were rotten.
No longer does anyone call Mr.

Stalin dumb. And by that same

token if he isn’t “hollering” for &

second front for effect on the ene-

my (not on us) we are badly fool-

It begins to look like Mr, Stalin
—amply prepared to hold his own

—has very cleverly kept the Ger
mans “bottled up” trying to cap-
ture impregnable Stalingrad, mere-

ly by talking out loud about his

“precarious position,” his succes-

sive “crises” and what have you.
Apparently it hos worked—up

to now. And we sce Mr. Hitler

about to abandon the effort at
Stalingrad and turning south. May-

be the souts was where Mr. Stalin
was wtak—but he cleverly conceal-

ed it by his “chatter” which has

fooled most of us Americans. Any-
way Mr. Hitler has thrown away

almost two precious months and a

quarter million men. Mr.

has had time to tighten up

the weak links.
Did someone say anything about

smart talk?”

LAUGH CLOWN, LAUGH!
FLORIDA CITRUS growers how]

to high heaven at the imposition of
a price ceiling by Uncle Sam and
rush merrily about their way im-

posing a bomb proof roof dollars
below any le or eredible
“ceiling” tha Uncle Sam can pos

sibly set.
While green fruit pours into the

markets — unpalatable
and actually “lousy,” Florida grow-
‘ers will do well to pay more atten-
tion to “floor” under citrus prices
and forget the “ceiling” for awhile.

It is to laugh to see the spectacle
unfold itself — growers worrying
about Uncle Sam& “hatchet” while
they ruthlessly slaughter al] the

geese that might lay a golden egg
or two.

ah

TAXPAYER HAS THE BIG PART

HAVING PAID HIS taxes for

some thirty odd years without a

break, a tax-paying friend asked us

the other day what a taxPAYER
could do to help the 1942 battle

against tax delinquency.
The answer is just

one word: everything. In fact the

key to the whole matter is the tax-

PAYER. He is the chap who pays-—
when delinquency runs rampart.

He might as well pay to stop it run-

ning rampant—and get 8 to 18 per
cent for his money.

Under the Highlands county plan
—and no better plan yet been

,

tried for curbing tax delingency—
the taxPAYERS are the key to suc-

cess. County officials can check

t

the

UNION CONGREGATION AL

CHURCH

manage to in
(Answer YES or NO). if your
answer is YES—Ezplain— Doa&#
answer NO unless you have read

X—Hew

lista, select properties to

and sell, and advertise them—but
unless a taxPAYER somewhere

pu them the best ads can’t sell
e stuff and get the money.

TaxPAYERS should organize and
move in behind the county commis-
aloners with their cash. They should
buy the delinquent certificates and

encourage others to do the same.

Every dollar they put into a certifi-
cate does two things: it reduces
next year’s tax bill one dollar and
it earns the taxPAYING investor 8
to 18 cents per year. Also the se-

curity “tops” even first mortgages.
We know one western Florida

county where a half dozen leading
taxPAYERS stand through every
delinquent tax sale and bid in what

the owners don’t pay. Friend or no

friend—it’s all the same to these
men. It’s cold ey know
they’ve got to pay for the delin-
quent sooner or later, so they&#3
adopted and follow the plan of
making the delinquent “pay them”
to carry the delinquencies, They‘ve
made money at it and their county
has the lowest percentage of delin-
quency in the state—with one ex-

ception. As a matter of fact—and
this important—owners don’t let
much stuff go to tax sale any more

in that county because they know
it will cost money to let it run.

As soon as the tax delinquents in
all our counties learn that delin-
quency costa them money—there
will be more paying up. That&#3 the
taxPA YERS’ job in the program.

——__———_

PUTTING ON TAX PRESSURE

We note in some of the Florida
counties, especially Highlands, that

the tax-dodgers are having their
feet held to the fire by the taxing
officials by the simple process of
advertising delinquent property for

sale — something which the law
authorizes but which in this state

has long had a record of collecting
taxes better than most counties.
ever since Jim Lee, now state oertroller, attached a railroad trai

and compelled the railroad to pay
delinquent taxes.

Just why some property owners

should escape and others
be made to pay was never under-
stood by us. Tt is a practice that
should be abolished, and selling the
delinquent property seems the best

way ever devised of balancing the
scales and bringing the tax dodger
to time.

There has been plenty of tax
evasion right close to home in past
years. Whether it is completely

cur now or not we d not know.
ect: *

‘as
collected

much more money than has been
taken in recent years, bu tit is gen-
erally admitted that there are still

inequities which should be correct-
ed. It is comforting to know that we

are making progress in the right di-
rection. A few sales of substantial
values in delinquent property
would be a wholesome influence in

any county where there are “rid-
ers.” If there is occasion for it the

plan should be used here—Arcadis
Arca:

———_—_—_—

THEY AIN&#3 FILLING stations
any more according to the way Joe

Wilson, in the Milton Gazette fig-
ures four gallons of gas. Jes’ put the

four in before you run out, Joe!

passes upon the issuance 0:

working permits . ..
How the un-

ions operate their rules af voting

...
How many members of the

unions now Rave work at the Tam-

pa defense plant...
State Senator-elect Raymond

Sheldon, who representa people
in legislative halls and the Unions
in private pracice, termed the

questions ‘mostly immaterial, with
no bearing on the closed shop con-

tract,” but said they would be

answered fully to avold delay.

tion, for the publie at large also

would like to know the .

Nov. 19 1942.
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I Have Two New

Electrolux Cleaners
LEFT TO SELL

J. A. MIER, Park Theatre
AVON PARK, FLA.

WAR RISK INSURANCE
Government insurance not effective after June 30, 198.

Prompt action necessary to protct your home and contents,
‘This applies to ownera and tenants.

For Full Particulars Consult

MARGARETHA VOGT, AGENT

20 EAST MAIN ST.
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