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FINDIT!
Find 1 words that make you think of New Year’s.

Words run across, down, or diagonally in any
direction. Word list below.
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Wor list: Clock, dance, fun, hats, midnight, new,
noise, party, resolve, revel, ring, time, year.

Ata country fair this past summer

a hen laid a record 350 eggs in a

year, so the records state. That just
proves that a cackle a day keep
the hatchet away

A driving instructor to a con-

fused student: ‘‘Lady. those
steel objects you complain are

keeping you from concen-

trating are the accelerator,
and the brake “*
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Polish Woman Honored
Ra Washington

The public announcement,
sharp black detters on a white
backgroun in front of the
Bank of Belleview, reads like
this:

WE HONOR
A POLISH AMERICAN HERO

GENERAL PULASKI

Across the street, at the
Polish National Church, the
Reverend Zigmunt Medrek

Speaks of God and the annual

church sale of Polish crafts. At

~ $o service he speaks English,
at the other, Polish.

Down the highway, behind

the new hamburger place,
Sklarewicz and

Katherine Zolkiewski are at

Belleview&#39 Polish social club.

They are talking about the

Polish songs and dances that

»
the club will put on at a festival

up in Ocala. Maybe they are

talking about something else.

Polish gets pretty rusty
in the year.

Teofil Malinoski is talking
about how he and the Polish

qrmy were defeated in World
War II, how they crossed into

Hungary and were defeated,
how they fled to France,
regrouped, and were defeated,

- and then fled to England where

they regrouped and were not

defeated.

Krzysztof Karwaczynski and

his wife Miroslawa, back

uptown, are eating a mixture of

beets and horseradish called

(Cwikla. Karwaczynski has only
been in this country for three
months and he is worried abcut

not being allowed to stay, and if

jie is allowed to stay, about not

being able to find work as an

electrical engineer. The Cwikla

helps him forget. ‘I would like
to be abl to live in Belleview,”’
Karwaczynski says. “I love

this country and I am loving
this Belleview.”

Meanwhile, all over this
Marion County town you can

smell baking babkas, sim-

mering fresh kapust, steaming
pierogi and boiling golombki.

They say there are 1,00
Polish folks in south Marion

County and about 300 in the
town of Belleview. It is a

sneaky bunc of Poles, though.
Unless you hear them speaking
Polish, you might mistake a

Korezak for a Carter, a Mlicki

for a Murphy or a Targoniski
for a Turner.

Though most of the Poles

hearabouts were born in

Poland, you feel more carcker

in them than Krakow.
N one seems quite sure why

the Poles started coming to

Belleview in th first place.
Fran Shaw, down to the

Belleview Chamber of Com-

merce, said the way she un

derstood it there was this real

estate fellow who wrote to all
the Poles that had just arrived

in this country and told them

they ough to buy land in
: Belleview if they knew what

was goo for them. ‘But I’m

Scandanavian, myself,” Fran

sh said. ‘‘I might be

wrong.”
Joseph Blyn, a Pole with an

easy name, thought he un

derstood why the Poles have

flocked down to Belleview, if

you want to know the truth.

Blyn is in charge of public

Ronnie Fleming Wins

Tobacco Spitting Contest
Not much is sacred anymore,

and most of what is still sacred
is hardly worth fighting for.

But from Panacea to Perry
and from Palatka to Pahokee,
‘nless you like th fell of gravel
in your gut and spit in your eye,
be careful of what you say

about a man’s chewing
tobacco,

Call hi do a mangy, egg-

sucking, mic blitten,
bowlegge mongrel that never

comes closer to a point than

when it raises its le to the fire

hydrant, but make sure you are

close to the door before you get
into the subject of a chew.

The big three brands of

chewing tobacco in Florida are

Red Man, Levi Garrett and

Beech-Nut, but you can never

tell in what dim honky-tonk you

strike the nerve of the

fellow in the corner with some

altogether innocent mention of

y

Work, Apple,
Bloodhound, Cannonball, Mail

Pouch, Union Workman,
Havana Blossom, lorse,

Red Fox or Big Red. The best

course is to avoid the subject
completely. market,” Bunum said.

Chewing tobacco stirs up
some intense loyalties in

Cracker Florida. If the old

lady get a little too shrill, a

man can just turn around and
walk away, but when he joins
the Red Man Club, for in

ee eae in it for
ie.

In Perry, though, some of the

boys from BeechNut were

trying to wear down that old

loyalty with “New Improved
Beech-Nut,” a secret weapon
that Lorillard company.

|
is

prepai to spring on the
market. They figured the Sixth

Annual Florida Forest Festival
Tobacco Spitting Contest was

as goo a place as any to

launch the new weapon in

Florida.
Jim Bynum, who lives in

Columbia City and is sales

representative for Beech-Nut

from Gainesville to the

Georgia line, was making sure

that the tobacco spitters had

longe lasting flavor.”

“Best tobacco on the
&lt;1e

if
a

relations for the Bank of

Belleview, but for 20 years he
was minister at the Polish
church.

“I know what brought these

people here,” Blyn said. “I
buried 79 of them, if you want

to know th truth, so I ought to
kno if anyone would.”

Blyn said that about 90

percent of the Poles living in
Belleview were originally from
rural Poland.

“You see, these people came

to America and they grouped
together in places like New
York, Detroit and
Philadelphia. I’m from
Milwaukee if you want to know

the truth. But these Poles

always wanted to hav a little
bit of land. A few people moved
here and started chicken farms
and wrote hom that they were

making a living and more

Poles came down.
“In the late 20& and early

30’s the Depression was

coming. Being able to make a

little money, own

a

little land
and be with other Poles was a

big attraction, if you want to

know the truth.”
There are no chicken farms

in Belleview now, but if you
look hard enough you will find

an occasional coop. One might
belon to Joanna Slusarz, who
moved to Belleview in 1931

when she was a young chicken

herself.

“We did not want to be

starving, so we bought chicken

and we sell the eggs,” Mrs.

Slusarz said. ‘I raise so many

eggs nobody was believing it.
When they are talking about

eggs here, they are talking

grow hair on your chest. I’m

telling you it’s great, and

you&# getting the first crack at

it. Won&# be long before you&
be seeing commercials for this
stuff on Starsky and Hutch,
Charlie’s Angels, Hawaii 50

and Sword of Justice. You&#39;

getting you first chance. Ain’t

nothing like it.”
Ronnie Fleming, a Moore

Haven game warden, was

pretty wary about that, but he

pinched off a goo hunk of the

eee = crammed it into

his chswa about it?” Bynum

ask“Wh about it?” Beech-Nut

saleslady Patti Jones asked.

“Give me some time to work
some spit into it already,”
Fleming said. ‘‘Give me some

time.”
They gave Fleming time.

After all, his opinion meant

He had won top
tobacco spitting recognition in

four of the five previous con

tests in Perry, and he was

figuring on claiming his fifth

brass spittoon trophy in a few

minutes. Everyone agreed

about Polish eggs.”
Mrs. Slusarz was one of the

first Poles to come to the

community and she bought ten

acres and began growing
peaches, persimmons, pears,
plums, bananas, tomatoes,
sweet pepper, carrots, sweet

potatoes, cabbage, collards
and corn.

She wrote articles about her
fruits, vegetables and chickens
for a Polish language

newspaper published in

Toledo, Ohio and distributed to
Poles around the country.

“The Polish read newspaper
and come here,” she said.

“They are saying, ‘Joanna, we

come to Belleview because you
are writing it isa good place to

live your life.’”

Now 80, Mrs. Slusarz is still

watching this town, although
many of the Poles shy away
from he and call her a ‘‘free-
thinker.””

A recent volume called
“Who&# in Women of the

World, published in Cam-
brid England, included Mrs.
Slusarz. Her short biography
said she was born in Poland in

1897 lived in Belleview,
Florida, spoke five languages,
was a scholar of metaphysics

and ‘‘delivered fresh eggs to
South Marion County and the
Ocala area for many years.”

“I am proud of eggs and

chicken,” Mrs. Slusarz said.

“Eggs and chicken are

beginning of metaphysics and

beginning of Polish in

Belleview.”

Fleming had goo distance and

excellent accuracy.
“What about it?”’Bynum

ask
“It& all right, I guess,”

Fleming said.
“It’s going to be the next big

one,” Bynum encouraged.
“Wait till you see it on Starsky
and Hutch. You won&# see any

Red Man or Levi Garrett on

Starsky and Hutch, I&# tell you
that much.”

“Hm,” Fleming said.

Bynum seemed so en-

thusiastic about Beech-Nut’s

“New Improved” that I

decided to run a spot check

around the state to see how the
old Beech-Nut was doing.

Marshall Tite at Whitfield

Grocery in Obrien said that

these days Levi Garrett was

the big seller at the little store

and service station in

Suwannee county.
“Seems like everybody&#3

buying Levi Garrett now,” he

said. ‘Then you have Red Man

and then Beech-Nut. The way I

figure it, it ain&# nothing but

that Levi Garrett, an old, old

brand, got out and done some

advertising.”
At Brewer’s Country Store in

Mount Dora, Levi Garrett was

out on top too. The big chewing
tobacco customers at Brewer&#3

are the boys who work with

horses and haul hay, and

almost to a man they had

swithched over from Red Man

and Beech-Nut to Levi Garrett

in the past year or so.

At Mosquito Creek Grocery
in Okeechobee, Beech-Nut had

“I never said’ it would be

easy,” Bynum said when

Fleming back with a

made it 21 feet. It was not

was to win the Sixth

Annual Forest Festival

- Tobacco Spitting Contest.
‘After Fleming got his spit

Fleming looked sulien.

“I reckon I&# stay with Red

Man,” he said, and walked off.

I thought I saw hurt flash

across Bynum’s face.
“This is a goo brand of

tobacco, but it&# hard to

change.
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Joanna Slusarz was included in a recent issue of Who&#3 in Women of the World

Upcoming Restauranteer
Frog Statham, 25, livesin a weathered

wooden boathouse high on a dock that

juts out from Cedar Key into the Gulf of

Mexico.

The boathouse rents for $100 a month.

Statham was born back u the county,
even if he did go to Cedar Key High
School, and some of the folks around this

island tow of less than 1,00 are keepin
a close watch on him.

They know Frog Statham. ‘They have

seen him often enough over the years at

the island&#3 four restaurants. He was a

dish washer at the Seabreeze, and for a

while he played the piano over at

Johnson&#3

He never had much to do with the

Captain’s Table, except to eat there once

in a while to see what kind of foo the

cooks were serving to the

‘These days the town folks know the
can find Frog Statham’s beat up old

Chevrolet pickup truck in front of the

restaurant that used to be called

Castell’s. In October the restaurant

became Frog& Landing.
Now, Statham says, he is out to make

Frog’s Landing the best seafood

restaurant in Cedar Key, and the only
one of it& kind in Florida.

“Pve go a few surprises,” Frog
Statham said. If you want to talk to

Statham about the surprises you will

have to move quickly. His ide of the job
of a restaurant owner is an odd idea all

right. It means working 16 hours days
often, seven days each week.

“Part of the reason I put so much time

into the restaurant is because I can&#

afford to hire someone else to do it,””
Statham said. “But the biggest part is

because

I

enjoy it and I don’t know that it

would be any easier to explain things to

someone else than to d it myself. Ido as

much as I can. I figure that’s my job.””
If you hear Statham in the middle of a

crowd of drunken diners along about

midnight playing Satin Doll on the

restaurant&#39 piano, that’s part of his job.
If you see him in the cold weather

tonging for oysters along Seale Key or

bending over in the clam grass due west

of Deer Island or running his net for

trout, mullet or grouper when his orders

come u short, that’s part of his job.
If you catch a glimpse of him

scrubbing the dishes or mopping down

the floor that’s part of his job.
But if you meet Statham the way most

of his customers do, he will be taking
your order, and if you need some help in

ordering, he will suggest something like
this:

“Take the seafood crepe to start with.

‘We get all of the ingredients fresh every

day. Now you& want a small serving o
cracked stone crab claw cocktail.

.

And if you let him, Statham will lea
you through the palm salad, with its odd

green topping. He says that the other

restaurants are wrong to serve the palm
salad first. If he convinces you of that, he

will sell you on stuffed shrimp wrapped

\

Frog Statham

in bacon and mushrooms and touched

with scampi butter and cheese, and

almost certainly he will have plied you

with a bottle of Johannesburg Riesling.
And, to tell the truth, there is no

telling what kind of food Statham will

have sold you.
When yo leave, yo will be full.

And Statham will have made

a

little

bit of money.
And after Statham helps his help

clean up and close down, he may take a

few dollars of the money and head for one

of the island&#3 bars for a drink and a little

conversation.
If he does that, he may drink and talk

in the bars until it is early morning, and it

does not make sense to go to the

boathouse for sleep, so he will go to the

restaurant and go over his accounts an
figure the cost of the liquor license he is
buying, then he will check his supplie to
decide if he needs to drive across the
state to Orlando to buy coffee, and if h
does not, he will jot down a few ideas
about how he is goin to build # terrace
for the restaurant when the liquor license

comes through, and probably it i
daylight and h will go out and jump in
his truck and ride ovey to the boathous
for an hour or two of sleep before Frog&
Landing opens at 1) a.m,

On the waterfront, in-one of the other
restautants, someone says, “That one

thinks he&#3 a big frog in.a little pond.”
“I don& know,” 2 waitress says. “I

just don& know about that Frog.”

t
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